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For a free quote
contact:
P J Bartram
25 Bedford Road
Clapham
MK41 6EJ

Tel:
07785 716716

Auction Sales & Valuations
Valuation, collection and auction service  
of individual items through to complete 
property and commercial clearances.

Call for a free no obligation quote or  
email info@peacockauction.co.uk 

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED
Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks •  Books • Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints • Bicycles  
 Jewellery & Watches • Collectables • Garage Tools & Equipment • Household Electrical Items • Office  

Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock • Vehicles • Horticultural & Commercial Equipment    
Building Materials • Garden Furniture & Effects

www.peacockauction.co.uk

01234 266366

Eastcotts Park, 
Wallis Way, 

Bedford,  
MK42 0PE
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Welcome to
Church News in

Bromham, Oakley and Stagsden
Find us at:www.bromhambenefice.org

Benefice of Bromham, Oakley & Stagsden

Clergy:
Vicar: Revd Catherine Wilson 825665

vicar@bromhambenefice.org
Assistant Priest: Revd Di Harpham 918691
Curate: Revd Petra Yates - curate@bromhambenefice.org 07504 118405
Benefice Administration
Website &……..} Administrator 07494 069540
Wedding……....} (Mon & Thurs 9.30 -12.00: Tues, 9.30am -1.00pm
organisation..}

Fees Accounts...} administrator@bromhambenefice.org
Safeguarding Officer - Judith Denyer 07981 928522

Parish News
Editor Mr Edward Jones stowensnews@btinternet.com 826551
Distribution Mrs B Cryer 825463

07767 272584
Pew Leaflet Sarah Smale, as Administrator

Who’s Who in Bromham
Church Officers
Churchwardens Ms T Woodcock 340089

Mrs F Bulmer 602718
PCC Secretary Mrs Vivien Butler 407351
PCC Treasurer Mrs Sarah Smale 07957 126145

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David P Williams
Messy Church for pre-school children (birth - 4yrs) & their carers

Mrs F Bulmer 602718
Altar Guild Mrs M Parrott 824402
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If you know of further details for this page, or have information
or articles to publish please send all material to the Editor by post
or (preferably) by email - see details on page 3.

Who's Who in Bromham cont....
Children & Young }Carol Jones 823307

People's work }Rene Farquhar 307996
Electoral Roll Mrs Rene Farquhar 307996
Ringers Mr Robert Jones 881741
Thursday Prayer Gp Mrs C Wisson 306833
Friends of St Owen's www.friendsof stowens.org

Secretary: Mr David Butler 407351
Friends of St Owens

Who's Who in Oakley

Church Officers
Churchwardens Mr G Palmer 07710 462535

Mrs H Worley 262166
PCC Secretary Mrs C Ord 823477
PCC Treasurer Mrs S Ball ls.ball@btinternet.com
Organist & Choirmaster - contact Jenny Sudworth 822859
Messy Church for pre-school children (birth - 4yrs) & their carers

Revd Catherine Wilson 825665
Flowers Mrs A Rolph 824849
St Mary's Ringers Mr Bill Sellars 823473

Who's Who in Stagsden
Church Officers
Churchwarden } Post holders names not published
PCC Treasurer } please contact thru Revd Di Harpham 918691
PCC Secretary Caroline Heaton
Ringers Mr Richard Brown 823289
Flowers Team please contact thru Revd Di Harpham 918691

The Editor thanks Contributors and Advertisers for their material with
acknowledgements to the "Parish Pump" website. Nevertheless, views expressed,
and goods and services advertised are not endorsed by the PCC. Please send
material for publication to the Editor by the 22nd of the month.
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Principal Services in the Benefice
3rd November All Saints Day
9.00am Holy Communion (Oakley)
10.30am Holy Communion (Bromham)
3.30pm Evensong (Bromham)
10th November Remembrance Sunday
9.30am Service of Remembrance (Oakley)

followed by Act at War Memorial
10.30am Service of Remembrance (Bromham)
10.45am Act of Remembrance at War Memorial

(Stagsden)
17th November 2nd Sunday before Advent
9.00am Holy Communion (Stagsden)
10.30am Holy Communion (Bromham)
24th November Christ the King
9.00am Holy Communion (Bromham)
10.30am Holy Communion (Oakley)
Our 9am services are said while our 1030 services include music and
hymns.

Weekday Services
Mondays
11.30am Messy Church (Bromham)
Tuesdays (1st and 3rd of the month)
11.30am Holy Communion (Bromham

Fellowship Room)
Thursdays
10.00am Messy Church (Oakley)
NB 10.30 church services are streamed via Zoom for thosewho find it
difficult to attend in person (details on website
www.bromhambenefice.org)



6

 

From the Vicarage

If youhave lookedupat the skies in the last
few weeks, you’ll have been treated to
some spectacular sights. We’ve had
beautiful blue skies and sunshine, leading
to some lovely sunsets – and we’ve had
menacing dark clouds which have
proceeded to empty their contents all over
us in exceptionally large quantities!

InSeptemberwesawabeautifulHarvest fullmoon,andmore
recently the Hunter’s full moon has brightened our skies;
both of these were ‘supermoons’, looking bigger than usual
because of the moon’s proximity to the earth. And the
Northern Lights have been visible much further south than
usual, with some amazing colours to wonder at.

Andthat’swhatwedowhenwesee thesenaturalphenomena
– we wonder at them, and at the beauty of creation. Even
though we can explain scientifically what produces these
wonderful displays in the skies, we still stand in amazement
at the colours, the formations, and themagnitude ofwhatwe
see.

At the same time, we humans continue to thirst for more
knowledge and understanding of our universe – and the
many universes beyond it. Rockets take off to explore the
outer reaches of the space we know about, or to collect
samples fromthesurfaceofplanetsnearer toearth looking for
evidence that they might once have supported life.
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Technology isbeingdevelopedtosupport thesemissions,and
there was applause and admiration when a rocket launcher
was ‘caught’ on its return to earth recently, enabling it to be
reused for the next flight.

The psalmist wrote that ‘the heavens declare the glory of
God’ (Ps 19 v1), and as Christians we attribute the beauty we
see toGod’s creativity anddesign, and praise him for it. That
doesn’t mean we can’t also enjoy learning about the way the
universeworksand the sciencebehind the spectaclehowever.
Even though we understand so much about what causes the
marvels in the skies, we still wonder at them.

Onour first visit toAustralia in 2015,wewent by coach across
the desert fromAlice Springs toUluru. On theway back, late
at night, the coach broke down – and before the relief coach
arrived we had time to gaze at the night sky surrounded by
complete darkness. It was amazing. Looking up at the
immensity of that sky reminded us how tiny we are in the
bigger picture; the more humankind discovers, the smaller
our world becomes, and its inhabitants even more so.

In another Psalmwe read that ‘when I look at your heavens…
the moon and the stars that you have established, what are
human beings that you aremindful of them,mortals that you
care for them?’ (Ps 8 v3-4). Perhaps the most amazing thing
about our wonderful universe is that the God we believe
designed and formed it also created and knows each person
on this particular little planet – and came to live and die here
to show how much he loves us all.

Catherine Wilson
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Next meeting - Thursday 7th November
at St Owen's Fellowship Room

2.30 - 4.30pm

For further details
contact Tessa Woodcock

01234 340089

First Friday Coffee Mornings
Next coffee morning on Fri 1st November

11am- 1pm
in St Owen’s Fellowship Room, Bromham.
Please contact Frances for more information
(602718 or francesbulmer@btinternet.com)

Donations to pancreatic cancer

Sewing Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday afternoons
2pm - 4pm in the Fellowship Room
at St Owen's Church.
Further information from Frances
on 07470 032296
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The month of Remembrance may be especially poignant this
year.
War in the Middle East is spreading rapidly, while Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine grinds on, and Sudan’s civil war causes
widespread famine. Throughout the world, millions of
people’s lives are being turned upside down,with no hope of
peace and security in sight.
It is indeeda time forChristians everywhere topray forpeace,
based on justice and mercy.
It also a time to remember the victims of many natural
disasters this year; from hurricanes, typhoons and disastrous
floods, to wildfires and extreme drought. Charities working
among these suffering need our support.
But 24thNovember, the SundayofChrist theKing, remindsus
that thisworldwith its evil andunfairnesswill not be allowed
to go on forever. Jesus Christ has overcome death and will
return to us one day. AndHISKingdomwill be one of justice
and righteousness, with no more tears, and He will reign
forever. Amen!
May the Lord bless you and keep you, amid any personal
uncertainties you may be facing.
Anne Coomes and the Parish Pump Team
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Continued on next page

Ed:- this is anextract fromBishopAlan’s recentpresidential address
to the Diocesan Synod. You can read the whole text at
stalbansdiocese.org>News>Diocesan Synod Address
Assisted Dying Bill
I nowwant to say a fewwords about the Assisted Dying Bill
which is coming before Parliament shortly. It is a debate that
arouses strong emotions and I’m sure there will be a range of
views present here today.
The theological basis which has led Christians to oppose
euthanasia is rooted in the sixth commandment (Exodus
20.13): ‘Youshall not kill’, sometimes translatedas ‘Youshall not
murder’. This commandment is repeated by Jesus in each of
the synoptic gospels (Matthew 5:21; 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke
18:20). Traditionally Christians have believed that life is
sacred; it is a gift fromGod and it is sinful to take life. Instead,
in the face of death, Christians have consistently argued that
the dying and terminally ill should be shown compassion in
their vulnerability and be treated with dignity.
This conviction has shaped our culture and informed our
laws. The right to life is now universally recognised as a
fundamental human right in bothdomestic and international
humanrights legislation.This convictionundergirdsnotonly
our criminal law but all medical, nursing and social care. In
my view, anything that might undermine it, either in
principle or in practice, ought to be resisted.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2019%3A18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018%3A20&version=NIV
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Arguments in favour of assisted suicide (because that iswhat
it is) often focus on human autonomy, on the faculties and
abilities that an individual enjoys or on an individual’s sense
of personal worth. These are important considerations, but
they must not usurp the intrinsic, God-given, value of a
person’s life.
Removing or eroding this fundamental principle would not
only have a detrimental effect on many aspects of the law,
healthandsocial careandoncommunitycohesion,butwould
also overturn centuries of medical practice based on the
Hippocratic Oath. This ancient covenant between doctors
and their patients states that doctors are there to heal, not to
kill.
There are also practical reasons why I believe the proposed
legislation should be resisted.
Potentially, a change in the lawwill be threatening todisabled
people, many of whom already experience terrible
discrimination and misunderstanding on a daily basis.
A change in the law may also assist those who perpetrate
domestic abuse, particularly of women.
A change in the law may also adversely affect some elderly
people. It is not unusual for older people to suffer from
depression and feel that their lives are not worthmuch. How
easy it would be for them to think they ought to volunteer for
euthanasia to reduce pressure on hospital beds.
The experience from those countries that have introduced
assisted dying is certainly disturbing. Canada, for example,
loosened its euthanasia laws in2021. It no longer requires that
a patient’s condition should be terminally ill. Instead, it now
allows people whose condition is serious and incurable to

Continued on next page
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Continued on next page

also request it [and] there is nowa livedebate inCanadaabout
the further expansion of [the rules] to include people with
chronic mental illness.
In a survey of over thirteen thousandCanadians in 2022, who
ended their lives under [this way], the vast majority cited the
“loss of ability to engage in meaningful life activities” as the
reason for themwanting to end their life.More than one-third
of respondents said their decision was, in part, informed by a
feeling they were perceived to be a burden by their family,
friends or caregivers.
So what is the alternative?
Surely, it is to provide funding and resourcing for palliative
care services in this country. We need to ensure that our
hospices receive the level of state funding that they are so
badly lacking at present. Research [just] released by the
charity Marie Curie showed that one in three dying people
were severely or overwhelmingly affected by pain in the last
week of life,with bereavedpeople reporting howdifficult it is
to get joined-up support fromhealth and care professionals at
home.
Matthew Reid, the Chief Executive of Marie Curie said: “We
are shocked to see this clear evidence of dying people strugglingwith
pain and other symptoms because they cannot access the end of life
care they need from overstretched GPs, district nurses and other
healthworkers. There are no twoways about it, care for dying people
is in crisis.”
In July2022 theGeneral Synodof theChurchofEnglandvoted
by a largemajority to call on theGovernment to allocatemore
money for palliative care. It also reaffirmed its opposition to a
change in the law on Assisted Dying and the DPP guidelines
on this issue.
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Continued on next page

The Church of England believes that the very best care and
support ought to be extended to all who are suffering. It is
wonderful that somany Christians and parishes support our
hospices in this diocesewho offer outstanding end of life care
to people.
I amkeen toencourageawidedebate inourdioceseabout this
issueandIhope thatyouwillwrite toyourMPtoexpressyour
views. This matter is too important to be left to a small group
of politicians in Westminster to decide on a change that will
affect us all.
+Alan

Canon Paul Hardingham continues his series on the books of the
Bible.
What’s the Big Idea? - An Introduction to the gospel of
Luke
Luke is the thirdof the synoptic gospels. Thegospel andActs
werebothwritten forTheophilus, aRomanofficial,whoacted
as Luke’s patron to ensure that his gospel was copied and
distributed. It was intended for a wider audience, to help
bothGentile believers andunbelieversunderstandwho Jesus
is and that the gospel is intended for the whole world.
Luke’s account of Jesus’ life andministry can be divided into
4 main sections: the coming and early life of Jesus (1:1-4:13);
Jesus’ministry inandaroundGalilee (4:14-9:50);Hisministry
(mainly teaching) on the road to Jerusalem (9:51-24:53) andHis
final week in Jerusalem (19:28-24:53).
For Luke, the key focus is howGod’s plan of salvation for the
world is fulfilled in Jesus. Therefore, he writes an orderly
account ranging from the birth of Jesus to His ascension. He
is a strong champion of the outsider. As an outsider himself
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(aGentilewriter in theNT)heshowshowJesus includes those
who are typically seen as outsiders by the religious
establishmentofHisday. This includeswomen, thepoorand
sinners (incl. tax collectors, prostitutes and shepherds!), as
well as showing how Gentiles, Samaritans and Jews are all
includedinGod’splanofsalvation. Lukealsoemphasises the
importance of prayer in Jesus’ ministry and the role of the
Holy Spirit.
A key verse which reflects this perspective is found when
Jesus encounters the tax collector Zacchaeus, ‘For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save what was lost’ (19:10). Whenever
we find ourselves on the outside of God’s life and love, as
Zacchaeus, Jesus comes to findus andwelcomeus afresh into
His kingdom.

Quiz on St Luke’s Gospel
1. What was the name of the angel who visited Zechariah?
Michael, Seraphiel, or Gabriel
2. Who had been told by the Holy Spirit that he would not
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ?
Simeon, Herod, or Peter
3. Who did Christ raise in the town of Nain?
Peter’s mother-in-law, Jairus’ daughter, or Widow’s son
4. With which parable did Jesus respond when asked by
the lawyer “who is my neighbour”?
Sower, Good Samaritan, or Workers in the Vineyard
5. How many loaves did Christ mention when he spoke
about a hungry friend arriving at midnight?
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One, two, or three
6. ‘Eat, drink and be merry’ is a reference from which
parable?
Rich fool, Prodigal Son, Great Banquet
7. Who was Jesus referring to when He said ‘go and tell
that fox’?
Herod, Annas, or Pilate
8. What does Jesus say is of no use if it has lost its taste?
Leaven, wine, or salt
9. In the parable of the lost sheep how does the shepherd
bring the found sheep home?
Follows it home, on his shoulders, or in a cart
10. In the parable why was the unjust steward dismissed
from his job?
Absent from work, wasting goods, or attacked a servant
11. In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, the poor
man was carried to whose side?
Isaac’s, Abraham’s, or Jacob’s
12. When Jesus met the ten lepers who did He tell them to
go and show themselves to?
No-one, families, or priests Solution on page 33

Constant kindness can accomplish much. As the sun
makes ice melt, kindness causes misunderstanding,
mistrust and hostility to evaporate. - Albert Schweitzer
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Editor: Remembrance Sunday this year falls on 10th November, and
Remembrance Day on Monday 11th.
Remembrance – and gratitude
This year Remembrance includes several significant dates
from past wars.
2024 marks the 110th anniversary of the start of WorldWar I.
2024marks 80 years sinceD-Day. TheNormandyLandings of
6th June were the largest seaborne invasion in history, and
began the Allied invasion of Normandy, which led to the
liberation of France and laid the foundations of the Allied
victory on the Western Front.
2024marks the 80th anniversary of the Battle ofMonteCassino
in Italy, the bloodiest battle of the Italian Campaign, when
Allied forces finally broke through the Germans’ notorious
‘Gustav Line’ and freed Route Six and the way to Rome.
2024marks the 80th anniversary of the battles for Kohima and
Imphal in northeast India where the Imperial JapaneseArmy
was held off by much smaller numbers of British and Indian
troops. InKohimaalone, thedefendersheldoffa staggering25
Japanese attacks over 14 days in appalling conditions. When
Indian troops arrived to relieve the defenders, the Japanese
encirclement was broken.
The familiar words "When you go home, tell them of us and
say, for your tomorrow,we gave our today" are known as the
Kohima Epitaph for they are engraved on the War Memorial
in Kohima. The verse is attributed to JohnMaxwell Edmonds
(1875-1958), and is thought to have been inspired by the
epitaph written by Simonides of Ceos to honour the Greeks
who fell at the Battle of Thermopylae in 480BC.

Continued on next page
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From the Registers
Weddings:
5th October Polly Hammond & Ashton Morris

(Stagsden)
Funeral::
2nd October Nancy Wood (Bromham)
Burials/Burials of Ashes:
17th October David Davies (Oakley)
28th October Maria Pia Di Sapia (Bromham)
31st October Eric Tiley (Oakley)

2024 also marks the 80th anniversary of Operation Market
Garden in the Netherlands, when the Allies managed to free
Eindhoven andNijmegen, but famously failed to capture the
bridgeatArnhem. (Thestory is told in the filmABridge tooFar)
As theBritishLegion says, “WhileD-Daywas fundamental to
the allied victory, the SecondWorldWarwas notwon on any
single day – or battle – and we will recognise and pay tribute
to all who served from the British Armed Forces,
Commonwealth and allied nations, such as thosewho served
in the Battles of Monte Cassino, Imphal and Kohima,
Operation Market Garden and the Scheldt.
This year theBritishLegion is also lookingbeyond the Second
World War, to Kosovo and Afghanistan.
Itwants topay tribute to thosewhoservedandcurrentlyserve
in Kosovo 25 years after the deployment of the NATO
peacekeeping force, KFOR, and to those who served in
Afghanistan, as this year marks 10 years since the end of
Operation Herrick.
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‘Messy Church for All’

at Oakley Methodist Church

on 3rd Tuesday in the month

3.30 till 5.30pm

Contact 824504 or
mcarr49@hotmail.com

Alan Howard and Ray Cordell
'live' at St Mary's

Anappreciativeaudienceenjoyedaneveningofeasymusicof
vocals provided by Ray with backing by Alan. Their
programme included "Georgia onmymind" andmanymore
of similar style. Thanks to them, and the team that provided
refreshments, over £500 was raised for church funds.
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Editor: The following article is based on material from: https://
www.army.mod.uk/who-we-are/corps-regiments-and-units/royal-
army-chaplains-department/.
Our Royal Army Chaplains
For centuries, armies worldwide have taken their clergy to
warwith them.Andwhileover theyears therolesof chaplains
may have changed, still their presence among the troops has
remained as important as ever.
For the British, it was in 1796 that the Army Chaplain’s
Department was founded by the Revd John Gamble, who
became its first Chaplain General.
In 1854, the Crimean War found it had 26,000 troops
depending on only one chaplain: the Revd Henry Press
Wright. The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG)
hastily financedmore chaplains, and eventually 60were sent
out.
In 1879 the Revd James William Adams became the first
chaplain to be awarded the Victoria Cross – for his brave
actions during the Second Afghan War.
During the First World War (1914 – 1918) chaplains became
known and loved for their bringing of comfort, care and
compassion to the troops.
In 1919 the King honoured the army chaplains by granting
them the prefix ‘Royal’ .
The SecondWorldWar (1939-45) saw chaplains learning new
skills likeparachutingwith theAirborneForces.During those
years of violence and turmoil, Royal Army Chaplains were
everywhere, even sustaining captives in Far East prison
camps and on the Burma-Siam railway.

Continued on next page

https://www.army.mod.uk/who-we-are/corps-regiments-and-units/royal-army-chaplains-department/
https://www.army.mod.uk/who-we-are/corps-regiments-and-units/royal-army-chaplains-department/
https://www.army.mod.uk/who-we-are/corps-regiments-and-units/royal-army-chaplains-department/
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Since 1945, Royal Army Chaplains have continued to serve
whereverBritishsoldiersaresent.Thewarsmayvary inshape
and locations, but the need for care, compassion and prayer
for the soldiers remains constant.
Currently the Royal Army Chaplains' Department looks like
this:

- Chaplains are typically assigned to bases or units in sets
of three, including Anglican, Catholic, and Non-
Conformist chaplains.

- Chaplains are non-combatants and are not permitted to
carry weapons.

- Four civilian chaplains minister to Buddhist, Sikh,
Hindu, and Muslim soldiers.

-All chaplains are expected toprovidepastoral care to any
soldier, regardless of their faith or denomination.

- The ranks of theRoyalArmyChaplains'Department are:
It hasbeensaid that: “Life asanArmyChaplain is a calling like
no other...it is a vocation that is both demanding and
rewarding and offers an adventurous journey of faith.”
The current chaplain general, the Revd M Parker KHC CF
says: "As chaplains, we have time for people and time to care
for them. We celebrate with them. We listen to them when
they're having problems. We are there for them in all of the
challenges that they might face, whether on operations,
serving at home or times of separation from their families.
“It may to us be the smallest example of our vocation -
listening, comforting, advising, praying - but to those we
serve, it can be a life changing encounter.
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CMS training hits a new level
The number of students entering the ChurchMission Society
(CMS) Pioneer Mission Training programme has this year
risen to record levels, enhanced by the enrolment of a cohort
of students from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
At a time when many Christian training colleges are
struggling to attract new students, a total of 45 students
enrolled for the CMS Pioneer Mission Training programme
for the new academic year, spread over its undergraduate,
postgraduate and doctoral research courses.
CMS Pioneer Mission Training is now in its 14th year of
helping prepare students for mission at the edges of society,
with innovative and creative initiatives designed to engage
people who fall outside the scope of traditional church
programmes.
Bishop Martin Gordon, a CMS mission partner and the
Bishop of Goma in Eastern Congo, said the group of
Congolesemenandwomen,whoareagedbetween27and45,
are expected to become senior leaders in the Diocese.
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Sudoku -
Medium

Solution on
page 33

Joseph Ola, African Christianity MA lecturer at CMS, said:
"TheCongolese cohort comewith a burning desire to acquire
practical knowledge that directly addresses the unique
challenges they face, coming from a war-torn region. We are
thrilled towelcome them,andconfident that this trainingwill
equip them to develop transformative mission strategies for
their communities."
More info at: https://churchmissionsociety.org/pioneer

Parish Pump website

Good sermons need not be long, and bad ones ought not to
be. - CH Spurgeon 1834- 1892*
*English Baptist minister famed for his preaching

https://churchmissionsociety.org/pioneer
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Next meeting
Saturday 9 November

5 - 6.30pm
The Fellowship Centre

Clapham
MK41 6ER

FRIENDS OF ST OWEN'S 100 CLUB
PRIZE WINNERS
OCTOBER 2024

First Prize: Edward Jones
Second Prize: Katrina Louca
Third Prize: Doris Crocker
Fourth Prize: Flora Dawson

contact us at ourvoicetoo@gmail.com

What bishops do
We were celebrating the 100th anniversary of our church,
and several former pastors and the bishop were in
attendance. At one point, our minister had the children
gather at the altar for a talk about the importance of the
day. He began by asking, "Does anyone know what the
bishop does?" There was silence. Finally, one little boy
ventured: "He's the one you can move diagonally."
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Can you find your way out from the middle?

Bible sense
Being married to a woman who reads her Bible can have its
drawbacks. When a man protested to his wife that wiping
dishes was not a man’s job, his wife replied simply: “2 Kings
21:13”, and handed him a tea towel. Later he looked it up:
‘And I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it
and turning it upside down.”
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For younger readers......
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Across
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were killed
(2 Samuel 10:18) (11)
9 ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the
kingdom of God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7)
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)
13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13)
(4)
17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for
ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from and what guided
them (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4)
20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)
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Solution on page 33

21 She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34)
(6)
22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)
23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a
— of robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)
28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)
30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20)
(11)

Down
2 ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not
built by — hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)
3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)
4 ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have
been poured upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)
5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)
6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the
dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)
7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)
8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)
12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)
15 Liverpool dialect (6)
19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)
20 Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the unit of
electrical resistance is named (3)
24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape
(Numbers 6:4) (5)
25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take
up his cross and follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for
condemning hundreds of Christians to cruel deaths (4)
27 See 18 Across
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God in Music
Editor: The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series looking at
great works of music.
‘Glorious the song when God’s the theme’: ‘Valiant-for-
Truth’
“What a composer has to do is to find out the real message he
has to convey to the community and say it directly and
without equivocation…if the roots of your art are firmly
planted inyourownsoil, and that soilhasanything individual
to give you, you may still gain the whole world and not lose
your own souls.” Those are words of the composer, Ralph
Vaughan Williams, from a lecture of 1932.
Over 90 years later, we rejoice that the message of his music
still speaks to us from those deep roots, which included
folksong, poetry and the heritage of Tudor composers, that
nourished his own compositions. It is difficult to imagine
church life and worship without his glowing hymn tunes of
DownAmpney (‘Comedown,OLove divine) and SineNomine
(‘For all the saints’), without his rapturous settings of George
Herbert and themass, andwithout theOxfordBookofCarols,
Songs of Praise and the English Hymnal of which he was the
musical editor.
VaughanWilliamswas born in 1872, the son ofMargaret and
Arthur, the vicar of Down Ampney in Gloucestershire. He
began collecting folk songs and composing after studying in
London.Althoughhemadesuchan important contribution to
Christianmusic, he remained an agnostic throughout his life,
albeit an agnostic of great visionary fervour. Poetry andprose
werepowerful sources of inspiration, andhe set Shakespeare,
J M Synge, Edmund Spenser, Walt Whitman, and, for this
month’s article, JohnBunyanwhowas imprisoned inBedford
gaol in 1660 for his preaching. Continued on next page
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Confined to a cell for 12 years, Bunyan wrote a powerful
allegory on the Christian journey, The Pilgrim’s Progress. It
prompted several works by Vaughan Williams: a cantata, a
large opera, and a short, but intense choral work, Valiant-for-
Truth. The opera took more that 40 years to complete, and
VaughanWilliams used the name Pilgrim for the hero, rather
than Bunyan’s Christian, for he wanted the work to speak to
people of all beliefs. Within that long period of germination,
he focussed on one particular pilgrim, Mr Valiant-for-Truth,
in amotet composed in 1940 on the death of a friend, Dorothy
Longman.
The motet is certainly not as well-known and well-loved as
one of his more popular works, The Lark Ascending of 1914.
There the music traces the journey of the bird as its flight
weaves ever higher and higher, dissolving into the
shimmering skies above. The motet is a much surer
pilgrimage that arrives at theEternalCity. It is agloriouspiece
of word painting.We hear the hero telling his friends that the
final stage of the journey has arrived. He gives away his
sword, his courage and his skill, but he keeps the scars of life
towitness to his discipleship. As he crosses the river of death,
the music moves magically from major to minor. The
trumpets begin to sound, quietly and distantly to begin with,
but growing louder and louder, as they welcome him to the
other side, when the fanfares in Bbmajormove triumphantly
to the final G major.
In thismonthofAll Souls,we rememberwith thanksgivingall
thosewho likeMrValiant-for-Truth,havecrossed that river to
reach the heavenly Jerusalem. We pray for that quality of
valour for truth inourownpilgrimage, andwegive thanks for
the remarkable vision of truth, and its companions, beauty
andgoodness, thatwe find in themusic ofVaughanWilliams.
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All in the month of November
It was:

250yearsago,on22Nov1774 thatRobertClive, 1st BaronClive
(Clive of India), died. He was the British general who helped
found the British Empire in India.

150yearsago,on23rdNov1874 thatThomasHardy’snovelFar
from the Madding Crowd was published. It was his first major
success.

100 years ago, on 2nd Nov 1924 that the first crossword puzzle
to appear in aBritish newspaperwaspublished in the Sunday
Express.

Also 100 years ago, on 29th Nov 1924 that Giacomo Puccini,
Italian composer, died. Known for his operas, including La
Boheme, Tosca andMadame Butterfly.

90 years ago, on 30th Nov 1934 that the British steam
locomotive,Flying Scotsman, became the first train officially to
reach 100 mph.

80 years ago, on 12th Nov 1944 that the British RAF bombed
and sank the German battleship Tirpitz, sister ship of the
Bizmark, off Norway.

70 years ago, on 13th Nov 1954 that the first Rugby League
WorldCup Finalwas held, in Paris, France. Great Britain beat
France 16 – 12.

65 years ago, on 1st Nov 1959 that the first stretch of the M1
motorway opened in Britain. Britain’s firstmotorway service
station also opened at Watford Gap.

60years ago, on23rdNov1964 that theSecondVaticanCouncil
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allowed the use of vernacular languages (such as English) in
Roman Catholic sacraments and rituals, including the Mass.
It had insisted on using only Latin for several hundred years.
Most people welcomed the change, and the use of Latin
quickly dwindled.

50 years ago, on 25th Nov 1974 that South African heart
surgeon Dr Christian Barnard performed the world’s first
double heart transplant. The original heart was left in place
andadonorheartwasconnected to it to support itsworkload.

40 years ago, on 25th Nov 1984 that 36 musicians gathered in
London to record the Band Aid single Do They Know It’s
Christmas to raise money for famine relief in Ethiopia.

30 years ago, on 14th Nov 1994 that the first fare-paying
passengers travelled through the Channel Tunnel linking
England and France.

Also30yearsago,on19thNov1994 thatBritain’s firstNational
Lottery draw was held.

25 years ago, on 29th Nov 1999 that the Northern Ireland
Assembly appointed its first power sharing executive
committee.

10yearsago,on3rdNov2014 that theOneWorldTradeCenter
officially opened in New York City. It replaced the World
Trade Center that was destroyed in the 9/11 terrorist attacks
in 2001.

Also 10 years ago, on 27th Nov 2014 that P D James, British
novelist, died. Best known for her crime novels featuring the
detective, Adam Dalgliesh. Parish Pump website



32

General Household Maintenance
•General Garden Maintenance •
Grass Cutting • Hedge Cutting •
Turfing • Fencing • Shed &
Playhouse Repairs •Guttering
Cleaned & Repaired • Decorating
Preparation Internal & External
Painting Internal & External •
Labouring Services

For a free quote or advice,any job considered, please call

Paul Sheen:T.01234 349938 M.07925 382297

STUART PAUL SAVAGE
ALL

PAINTING AND DECORATING &
BATHROOMS & PLUMBING

01234 855780
MOBILE 07766145612

M.J.NICHOLSON
Grass Cutting &

Gardening Contractor
(Established 1968)

Wootton based: available in Bromham, Oakley and Stagsden

Telephone: (01234) 766306 or 07759 630291
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Solution to puzzle on
page 22

Solution to puzzle
on page 26

Answers to Quiz on St Luke's Gospel (page 14)
1. Gabriel (Luke 1:18-19)
2. Simeon (Luke 2:25-26)
3. Widow’s son (Luke 7:11-17)
4. Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37)
5. Three (Luke 11:5-6)
6. Rich fool (Luke 12:13-21)
7. Herod (Luke 13:31-32)
8. Salt (Luke 14:34-35)
9. On his shoulders (Luke 15:5)
Ten (Luke 15:8)
His inheritance (Luke 15:11-13)
10. Wasting goods (Luke 16:1)
11. Abraham’s (Luke 16:19-22)
12. Priests (Luke 17:11-14)
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OAKLEY RURAL DAY CENTRE
FOR THE ELDERLY

The Old School, Lovell Road, Oakley,
MK43 7RX

Charity Number: 1060283
We provide a fun filled day of activities, games and good

old conversation.
Day includes refreshments and a two course lunch.

Whether you live in Oakley, Bromham or Stagsden you can
be sure of a warm welcome at any of our sessions.

For details contact Lynne Tuesday to Thursday on
01234 824935 orMobile: 07733 227374

Website:www.oakleyruraldaycentre.weebly.com
Email: oakleyruraldaycentre@yahoo.com

Your Parish Church
in Bromham Park
Offers for Hire

our smart meeting room
from £12 per hour

with optional use of kitchen
Contact Edward on
01234 826551 or at

stowenshire@gmail.com

Fellowship Room at St Owen's Church

http://www.oakleyruraldaycentreweebly.com
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The Cafe at W&H Peacock is

OPEN
View the salerooms for our upcoming auctions and 

then relax with a coffee and a slice of cake. 

0VS�VOJRVF�DBGF�JO�#FEGPSE�"VDUJPO�$FOUSF�XJUI�GSFF�XJ�à�
comfortably seats over 100 customers. We serve cooked
 breakfasts, paninis and sandwiches, light lunches and 

snacks plus a range of hot and cold drinks.

Eastcotts Park, 
Wallis Way,

Bedford, MK42 0PE
01234 266 366

Visit
www.peacockscafe.co.uk

for more details on our opening 
hours and to view our full menu.

114 High Street, Cranfield, Beds, MK43 0DG.
Tel: 01234 752 566  /  01908 616 104 Email: info@jvca.co.uk

Website: www.jvca.co.uk 

“Just what every business needs”

Please contact us for a free one hour consultation to find out how we can 
help you and your business.  

• Tax Saving Specialists
• Financial Accounts
• Management Accounts 
• Business Start-Up Advice
• Inheritance Tax

• Payroll Services
• Bookkeeping and VAT
• Personal Tax Returns
• Business Consultancy
• Estate Planning



 

R P TESTA
                                PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES LIMITED              Est. 1992

A LOCAL RELIABLE SERVICE WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

 
All General Plumbing requirements and full design & installation for:

            ●  Central Heating inc. LPG           ●  Bathrooms inc. tiling
            ●  Under floor Heating                    ●  Gas fires/hobs etc.
                                     ●  Unvented hot water               
                      

       

For help and advice call :            01234 781827                    07793527386

www.testaplumbingandheating.co.uk


